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Who completes the Dream Act Application?
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Persons who:

• Attended a CA high school for 3+ years

• Graduated from a CA high school or the equivalent

• Attend CA public or private college or university

• If the student is without lawful immigration status, 
student must file an affidavit with the institution 
stating that he/she has filed an application to legalize 
status or will file as soon as eligible



www.csac.ca.gov
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Once application is signed and all entries are 
correct, the application information will be sent to 
all colleges listed on the application

More colleges can be added by reentering the 
application and adding the colleges.



What do students do next?

• Contact the colleges that will be receiving 
the Dream Application information to ask 
what their next step is

• If a high school student – be sure to 
graduate

• Keep those grades up!
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Educators for Fair 
Consideration (E4FC)
Realizing the Dreams of Undocumented Students 
Presenters: Rodrigo Dorador, Outreach Coordinator



Overview of 
Undocumented 

Students



16National Statistics

Total 
undocumented 
population in 
the US: 11-12 
million people

Under 18: 
Over 1.1 
million 
people

Annual high 
school 

graduates: 
65,000 

students 

Enroll in 
college each 
year: 7,000 –

13,000 
students 



DACA is temporary

Deferred Action

Work 
authorization
(Employment Authorization

Document)

Social security 
number

Other Benefits

Federal photo 
ID

State 
ID/Driver’s 

License

Renewable after two years



What DACA is NOT

The DREAM Act
Legal Immigration Status

Green Card
Pathway to Citizenship

Legalization
Amnesty



DACA Eligibility (1 of 3)

- Came to the U.S. before 16

- Continuously resided in U.S. since June 15, 2007

- Under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012

- Without lawful status prior to June 15, 2012



DACA Eligibility (2 of 3)

- Currently in school, graduated or obtained certificate 
of completion, obtained GED (or its legal equivalency) 

- OR honorably discharged veteran of the Coast Guard 
or Armed Forces of the U.S.



DACA Eligibility (3 of 3)

- Have not been convicted of a felony, significant 
misdemeanor, or three or more misdemeanors, and 
do not otherwise pose a threat

- Present on June 15, 2012



22AB540 Requirements 

 Requirements

1. Must attend a high school in California for 
3 or more years

2. Must graduate from a California High 
School or attain an equivalent (GED)

3. Must file an affidavit, which states that you 
will apply for legalization as soon as you 
are eligible 

 AB540 was a bill passed in California in 2001 

 Allows undocumented students to pay in-state tuition at 
public universities
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AB540, Cal Dream & DACA

 AB 540 allows students to be classified as 
CA residents for tuition purposes 

 DACA is a work permit and protection from 
deportation

 Students must be classified as AB 540 to be 
eligible for Cal Dream Aid

 DACA does not affect AB 540 status



24AB540 Affidavit 
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California Dream Act

Different than the Federal DREAM Act because it 

offers financial aid NOT residency or citizenship 

Provides access to institutional and state-based 

financial aid for AB-540 eligible undocumented 

students 



AB 131 
 Offer State-based Financial Aid at 

Community Colleges, UC’s, CSUs and 
Private Universities

 Began January 1, 2013

 Notable Eligibility Requirements
 MALES: Register for Selective Services

 Be enrolled at least half time

 Fill out an application

 Submit a GPA

26

California Dream Act
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 CSAC Administers Cal Grant & determines 
financial need
 Cal Dream App mirrors FAFSA

 Cal Dream Act App & GPA Verification
 March 2nd Deadline

 Caldreamact.org

 DACA & U-Visa use Cal Dream App
 Eligible non-citizens & T-Visa use FAFSA
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CA Student Aid Commission



Find Scholarships
http://e4fc.org/resources/scholarshiplists.html


